
William "Ron" Ronald Jeffries
September 19, 1937 - April 5, 2025

Lakeland - William Ronald "Ron" Jeffries passed away April 5, 2025, at the
age of 87. 

 

Ron was born on September 19, 1937, in Lakeland, Florida, and was a
descendant of a pioneering Polk County family. He graduated from Lakeland
High School in 1956 and was a charter member of the Future Farmers of
America and a district winner of the public speaking contest. After high school
he enrolled in the University of Florida where he was president of the
Collegiate FFA and a member of Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity. 

 

Ron graduated in 1960 with a bachelor's degree in agriculture and accepted a
position as vocational agriculture teacher at Zephyrhills High School. Under
his leadership, the FFA Chapter grew in membership and within six years was
one of the top five chapters in the state. After eight years of achievement Ron
moved to a broader field as he was hired by the Department of Education in
Tallahassee, Florida. 

 

Ron worked his way up to State Administrator for Agriculture and State
Advisor for Florida FFA. He was awarded the Honorary State Farmer Degree
in 1972 and was elected president of the Florida Vocational Association in
1988. In 1990 Ron received the FFA Blue and Gold Award and the Carl
Proehl Distinguished Service Award for outstanding leadership in vocational,



technical and adult education. 
 

In 1997 he was inducted into the Florida Vocational Association Hall of Fame.
In 1982 Ron decided to return home and took the job of Assistant
Superintendent for Vocational and Adult Education in Polk County. Ron retired
in 1997 but stayed involved in agriculture by joining with family members to
operate a small farm and citrus grove east of Lakeland settled by his
grandfather, Hardin Combee. 

 

Ron was a longtime member of Scott Lakeland Baptist Church where he
served several years as a deacon. Ron is survived by his wife of sixty-four
years, Dorothy Kelley Jeffries; a son, Richard Scott; and two daughters,
Debbie (Barry) and Beth (Battle). Also four grandchildren and two great-
granddaughters. 

 

Visitation will be Thurs. Apr. 10th from 10-11 am, followed by the service at 11
am at Scott Lake Baptist Church, 5811 Scott Lake Rd. Lakeland, FL 33813.
Interment will be at Oak Hill Burial Park.



Cemetery Details

Oak Hill Burial Park

4620 US Highway 98 S
Lakeland, FL 33812

Previous Events

Visitation

APR 10. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Scott Lake Baptist Church
5811 Scott Lake Road
Lakeland, FL 33813
info@scottlake.org
http://scottlake.org/contact-us/

Funeral Service

APR 10. 11:00 AM (ET)

Scott Lake Baptist Church
5811 Scott Lake Road
Lakeland, FL 33813
info@scottlake.org
http://scottlake.org/contact-us/

mailto:info@scottlake.org
http://scottlake.org/contact-us/
mailto:info@scottlake.org
http://scottlake.org/contact-us/


Tribute Wall
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Gentry-Morrison Funeral Homes - April 07, 2025 at 03:31 PM

Gentry-Morrison Funeral Homes created a Tribute Video in memory
of William "Ron" Ronald Jeffries

SL
Stu Larsen - April 09, 2025 at 11:25 AM

Bonny and I are very sorry for your loss.

HP

Howell peterson - April 09, 2025 at 01:22 PM

Sorry about his lost he was a good deacon at Southside also and
continued in my prayers also your mom alao. God bless you. Howie
peterson

April 08, 2025 at 07:09 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of William "Ron" Ronald Jeffries.

http://gentrymorrison.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
http://gentrymorrison.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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April 08, 2025 at 07:09 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of William "Ron" Ronald Jeffries.

April 08, 2025 at 05:41 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of William "Ron" Ronald Jeffries.

April 08, 2025 at 05:41 PM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of William "Ron" Ronald Jeffries.

Jim, Robyn & Family - April 07, 2025 at 08:57 PM

Jim, Robyn & Family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of William "Ron"
Ronald Jeffries.

Jim, Robyn & Family - April 07, 2025 at 08:57 PM

Jim, Robyn & Family purchased the Sweet Sincer
ity for the family of William "Ron" Ronald Jeffries.

http://gentrymorrison.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
http://gentrymorrison.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
http://gentrymorrison.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2979&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
http://gentrymorrison.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2979&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
http://gentrymorrison.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2979&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


RD

Rosa Maria Duran - April 07, 2025 at 12:33 PM

Rick,
  

Please receive mine and Mikes sympathy as
you and your family navigate these difficult
moments. You are all in my thoughts and
prayers. May you and your family continue to celebrate the story
your dad left behind; a story full of loving acts that continue to
inspire you.

  
Love Rosa Duran-Karppe


