David Vernon Mills

January 26, 1964 - December 25, 2019

David “Dave” Vernon Mills, age 55, died Wednesday, December 25, 2019.
Dave was born on January 26,1964 in Omaha, Nebraska to Patricia and Blair
Mills.

He moved to Clearwater in 1973, before coming to Lakeland in 1987. He
graduated from Daytona Beach Community College and Brooks Institute in
California. He was a photographer for the Ledger for 16 years. He was
currently as working a photographer for Glossy Finish. His hobbies included
cycling, enjoying nature and NASCAR; he was a huge fan of Mark Martin.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his brother John Mills.
He is survived by his siblings Bruce (Laura) Mills of Marietta Ga, Brian
(Peggy) Mills of Glen Allen VA, and Denise (Tim) Luft of Little Rock AR, 5
nieces and 5 nephews. He is also survived by many friends, who were like
family, 3 of whom are Jack Lalonde, Amy Taborsky, and Rhonda Gentle.

A memorial service will be held on Saturday, January 4, at 11am at Gentry
Morrison Funeral Home Serenity Gardens Chapel 3350 Mall Hill Dr. Lakeland,
FL 33810.
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Tribute Wall

So many fond memories from high school like hanging out and
hooking up with friends, taking pictures, jumping off the diving board
into the Mills’ pool, driving the conversion van to Orlando to see
Kool and the Gang, watching Dinker play baseball and camping.
God rest his soul.

Beth McDermott - January 03, 2020 at 09:28 PM

Dave was a great friend and a master photographer. | had the
pleasure of working with him for over 6 years shooting sports. Dave
always had a smile on his face and everybody loved him! He was
always learning and experimenting with photography. He would
study different techniques and gave freely his knowledge of
photography. Dave would teach the new photographers every year
on the proper way to shoot. But what | was impressed with and
always admired, was him pushing his photography skills higher and
higher every year. He was and will always be an inspiration to all
who have known him and will follow his foots steps. Dave, you will
be missed brother!

Bennett Scarborough - January 03, 2020 at 08:41 PM



I remember David from high school - photographer for our yearbook
and newspaper. He was always kind to everyone, was never
without a smile, and loved what he did! Those of us who had the
honor to know him are blessed. May he Rest In Peace.

debra delise - January 02, 2020 at 10:32 AM
We were classmates for much of elementary, junior high and high
school. Dave was wonderful, kind, smart and a great photographer.

He'll be missed greatly. My condolences to his family and friends.

Peter Herrman - January 02, 2020 at 08:11 AM



