Carolyn Geraldine Beverly
August 4, 1941 - February 19, 2026

Carolyn Geraldine Beverly, 84, a resident of Cleveland, passed away
Thursday, February 19, 2026 at the family residence. Carolyn was born in
Knoxville, Tennessee and lived in Auburndale FL over 60 yrs, before recently
relocating to Cleveland TN. She was the daughter of the late Minnie Johnson
McKinley and Albert M. McKinley. She was preceded in death by her husband
of 49 years, Troy Beverly and her siblings, Hazel Brewer, Mable Varner,
Mildred Terry, Helen O'Dell, Thelma Gilbert and Paul McKinley.

She is survived by her son Kevin (Denise) Beverly, daughter Melissa (Wayne)
Skinner and her grandchildren Pastor Caleb (Kenna) Skinner, Britany Beverly
Thomas, and Jourdan Beverly (Chase) Newberry, along with her great
grandchildren, Troy Skinner, Paisley Skinner, Colton Newberry, and J.R
Newberry in addition to several nieces, nephews, great nieces, and great
nephews.

Mrs. Beverly was a was a beloved kindergarten teacher for over 25 years and
taught multiple generations of children in Lakeland, Florida.

It seemed wherever she went someone would always come up to her and say,
“‘Hey Mrs. Beverly, remember me?” and she always did. She truly loved and
cared about each student. Her students felt that love and sense of caring as
you can see from one of the many former students’ letters to the family below.



"There are many ways to measure a teacher — degrees, salaries, accolades,
outcomes. But | believe the true measure of an educator is whether their
influence endures long after the classroom is empty. By that measure, her
legacy is immeasurable. She has armed generations of children with
something far more valuable than academics alone — she gave us roots. She
gave us truth. She gave us a sense of being seen, and the sword and shield
of God to take on the world with. Please know that her life’s work lives on in
countless adults like myself who still carry her lessons, her kindness, and her
faith forward into our own homes, workplaces, and communities.

| am deeply grateful for her life, her witness, and the way she shaped mine."
Mrs. Beverly had a visitation ministry. She made it a point to go and visit the
residents of the nursing homes where she made a huge difference in their
lives. She loved to sew, she loved music and singing and she was a huge fan
of the Gaither's. Mrs. Beverly was a member of the Haven Church of God in
Winter Haven, Florida.

The Celebration of Life Service will be conducted on Saturday, February 28,
2026 at 11:00 A. M. at the Together Church, 6725 Socrum Loop Road,
Lakeland, Florida 33809 with Pastor Caleb Skinner, Pastor Ron Moates, and
Pastor Justin Stewart officiating. Interment will follow in the Oak Hill Burial
Park in Lakeland. The family will receive friends from 9:00 A.M. until 11:00
A.M. Saturday before the service at the Together Church in Lakeland. The
Gentry-Morrison Southside Funeral Home in Lakeland, Florida is in charge of
local arragnements.



Cemetery Details

Oak Hill Burial Park

4620 US Highway 98 S
Lakeland, FL 33812

Previous Events
Visitation

FEB 28. 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Together Church

6725 N Socrum Loop Rd
Lakeland, FL 33809
(863) 815-5433

Celebration of Life Service

FEB 28. 11:00 AM (ET)

Together Church

6725 N Socrum Loop Rd
Lakeland, FL 33809
(863) 815-5433
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Gentry-Morrison Funeral Homes created a Tribute Video in memory
of Carolyn Geraldine Beverly

Gentry-Morrison Funeral Homes - February 27 at 05:38 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Carolyn Geraldine Beverly.

March 01 at 12:17 AM

Erika Tipton purchased the Enchanted Cottage
for the family of Carolyn Geraldine Beverly.

Erika Tipton - February 26 at 12:36 AM

Erika Tipton planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Carolyn Geraldine
Beverly.

Erika Tipton - February 26 at 12:36 AM


http://gentrymorrison.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
http://gentrymorrison.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Sister Carolyn was a dear friend of my mom Marie Smith (Liles) and
would sometimes come pick up myself, my brother Michael and my
sister Misty and take us to church when my mom wasn’t able to due
to a physical disability , my mom never forgot it and spoke of it often
also Sister Carolyn would come to my place of work when | became
an adult just to say hi and that she loved me. | will never forget
these acts of kindness§p

Michelle Liles Green - February 25 at 09:55 PM

Sister Carolyn was a dear friend to my mom T. Marie Smith(Liles)
and very often would pick up myself, my brother Michael, and my
sister Misty on Sunday morning’s take us to church when my mom
wasn'’t able due to a physical disability. My mom never forgot this
kindness and spoke of it often as they remain friends throughout her
life also when | was an adult sister, Carolyn would even come visit
me at my place of work just to say hi and she was thinking about
me. | will never forget these acts of kindness.

Michelle Liles Green - February 25 at 09:55 PM



